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November 25, 1958 

Dr. Roger Stanier 
Bacteriology Department 
Univereity of California 
Berkeley h, California 

Dear Dr. Staaier: 

As you probably know, the National Academy of 
Sciences has recently estkblished a Space Science Board, of 
uhich I am a member, to rurvey the problem8 of scientific 
research in space. 

Presumably, within.the next few years attempts 
will be made to land iastrumente on Hare and Venue., The moat 
interesting asp& of this-, I feel, is the: opportunity 
it offers to detetine whether or not some form of.lFfe: exists 
in those planets. 1 believe t,hat we. sbvuld i&ediately,gi+e. 
serious thought to the pmbleia of detecting the presence of life 
with instruments which, at the beginhing at least, till .onls be 
able to transmit a limited amount of information. A m&k1 group 
Of biOlOgiStS, chemists and physicists will meet 'here lnfq-mally 
on December 19 and 20 for a preliminary discussion of thie pwblem. 
Your presence at this meeting will be exkremely valvable and I 
hope that you till find It possible to be nith ~6. Your expenses, 
of oouree, wil.1 be paid by the Space Science -Board. 

1 am looking forward to hearing from you. 

With kindest regokds, 

Sincerely youra, 

Brurlo Rod. 


